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Let Cotton Balls and Clothespins Become 
Creative Art Tools 
by Megan, 2nd Grade Teacher, Hamlet, NC 


Here's a simple idea that will save you money. Instead of purchasing 
plastic paintbrushes or sponge-tipped paint tools, place cotton balls in 
wooden, spring-type clothespins. When dipped in paint, the cotton balls 
are able to cover much more area than the brushes ever could. Also, 
when kids are finished painting, you can just toss the cotton balls and 
rinse the clothespins clean for next time. 


Let Art Inspire Adjective Awareness 
by Debi, 2nd Grade Teacher, Medford, OR 


This is an activity that combines Art with Writing. It's great for kinesthetic _ 
learners, and for developing all students’ fine motor skills. Begin by 
having students suggest all the words (adjectives) they can think of that 
describe how lines can appear (e.g., wavy, Zigzag, muted, bold, thin, 
straight, angled, curved, etc.). Record these adjectives on a chart pad, 
and transfer each one to an index card. Have students create free-form —_| 
drawings on butcher paper. Read the word cards together, then have : 
| 
| 
| 


i 
‘ 
| 


students select one or more of the cards that best describes the attribute - 
of each drawing. 


Leafy Animals Make Bold Artistic Statements 
by Janis, 2nd Grade Teacher, Milwaukie, OR 


Provide students with a supply of real or silk leaves in rich autumnal 
colors. Have students use craft glue to adhere their leaves to pieces of 
construction paper. With some animal books on hand for students to 
reference, have students use paint to turn their leaves into animals. 
After the paint dries, have students use black markers to add finer 
details. Extend the learning by having students write or dictate stories 
or reports about their animals. 
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:4. Unclogging Glue Bottles 
by Melanie, Kindergarten Teacher, Savannah, GA 


| teach little ones and we do lots of arts and crafts activities. It is 
frustrating when we have to stop in the middle of an activity to unclog 
glue bottles. | learned last year, if you take off the orange top of the 
bottle and use a Q+tip to apply Vaseline to the inside of the cap and onto 
the tip of the bottle itself, clogs are eliminated. The Vaseline allows the 
glue to drip back down into the bottle. 


| : Behavior 


Counting on Positive Behavior 
by Janice, 3rd Grade Teacher, Springdale, AK 


Here's a fun activity that motivates my students to display positive 
behavior. Before school starts, | stop at my bank and pick up enough 
check registers so | can create a “bank book" for each student. | use the 
books to make "deposits" for positive behaviors, such as returning 
folders on time, reading at home, practicing math facts, and being 
respectful. The students use the money in their bank books to buy 
things at a monthly classroom auction. | then record a payment and 
deduct the amount spent. 


Chart Your Way to a Kinder, Gentier Classroom 
by Donna, Kindergarten Teacher, Tiverton, RI 


To encourage kind words and behaviors in my kindergarten class, | 
employ a chart system. Every time | hear a kind word or observe kind 
behavior, | tell the child to go put a sticker on our chart. Once the class 
has earned 20 stickers, they earn a special snack treat from me. 


Hall Ball 
by Karen, 4th Grade Teacher, Marietta, GA 


The student at the end of the line begins passing a small football 
forward in the line as we walk. If there is any talking or misbehavior, 

the ball goes back to the end of the line and the teacher scores a 
touchdown. If the ball makes it to the front of the line, the students 
score a touchdown. They keep passing it until they reach the destination. 
We keep track of the score for two weeks. If the students win every day, 
they earn a class reward. 
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The Behavior Bag 
by Terri, 1st Grade Teacher, Albany, GA 


| have my desks set up in groups of seven. Every month | decorate a bag 
for the month (February - hearts, March - shamrocks, etc.). The table that 
is the quietest gets the bag on their table. As the day progresses, | may 
see another group being quiet, so | move the bag. Everyone works hard 
to earn the Behavior Bag because they know if the bag is on their group 
of tables at the end of the day, they will be rewarded with a treat! 
Stickers, free homework passes, etc. 


Crown Children Royalty-for-a-Day and Watch 
Positive Behaviors Blossom 
by Cyndi, 2nd Grade Teacher, Lafayette, NJ 


To encourage quiet behavior at key times in our classroom day, | allow 
two children to act as a Quiet King and a Quiet Queen for a Day. These 
students are expected to model calm, positive behaviors and are each 
awarded a crown to wear. 


Secret Message Activity Builds Great Behavior 
and Literacy Skills 
by Rebecca, 2nd Grade Teacher, Lebanon, ME 


To encourage positive behavior while also fostering spelling skills, | plan 
a secret message, count the letters in my message, then jot that many 
blank lines on the board hangman style. Whenever | "catch" my 
students behaving well, | award them one or more letters to place in the 
message. When all the blanks in the message have been filled in, my 
students discover I've embedded a surprise in the message. It might be 

a free recess, a fun art project, a special snack, etc. 


Share Dreams In The Classroom with This 
Inspirational Activity 
by Gail, 3rd Grade Teacher, Ooltewah, TN 


On the first day of school, | read aloud from the book, My Brother 
Martin: A Sister Remembers Growing Up with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr, by Christine King Farris and Chris Soentpiet. | talk about my own 
childhood dreams and how dreams start in the hearts of children as well 
as adults. | ask the children to complete a sentence starter revealing their 
dreams. | post their dream statements on the wall. As the year progresses 
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and students make different choices, | direct them back to their dream 
statement and ask them to reflect on whether or not their current 
behavior is helping them move toward or away from their dream. 


Photos Provide the Key to Positive Behavior 
by Lela, 3rd Grade Teacher, Sunnyvale, CA 


312 


Photos are a great way to help students "see" what is expected of them 
in class. First, make a list of routine classroom behaviors you want your 
children to aspire to. Share these with your students and help students 
role-play dos and don'ts related to these expectations. As they role-play, 
take photos of students showing how they would appear if they did not 
adhere to expectations—and more photos showing what acceptable 
behaviors look like. After printing your photos, assemble them in a book 
titled, Our Classroom Dos and Don’‘ts. Help children provide captions. 


iBullies 


: 13. 3 Simple Rules Add Up to One Terrific 
Management Tool 
by Denisse, 2nd and 3rd Grade Teacher, Federal Way, WA 


| have three simple rules posted on my classroom wall: Be Respectful, Be 
Responsible, and Be Safe. On the first day of school, | acquaint the kids 
with my rules and we discuss the importance of each. | then use a 
marker to divide a piece of butcher paper into three columns, and label 
each column with one of my rules. | post the paper, then give each 
student a sticky note with a different behavior written on it. Some are 
desirable (e.g., sharing) while other behaviors are unwanted (e.g., 
bullying). Each student reads his or her paper aloud and places it on the 
butcher paper beneath the column heading the student believes is the 
most appropriate. Students take turns explaining why the behavior on 
their sticky note would be acceptable or unacceptable. 
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by Lisa, 1st Grade Teacher, Virginia Beach, VA 


Students who bully others often benefit from seeing themselves in a 
new and positive light. To this end, | ask students in question to help 
assist me with a special project. In addition, | use my camera to “catch” 
each student exhibiting kind or supportive behaviors, and then post 
these photos around the room. In this way, each of my students— 
including those with social challenges—get to serve as role models 

for the others. 


Get Bullied Kids to Go Neutral 
by Meghan, 2nd Grade Teacher, Plymouth, MA 


| teach the students that when it comes to dealing with mean-spirited 
bully comments, it can be helpful to take a “neutral” stance in which 
they neither agree nor disagree with the comment at hand. For 
example, if one student says, “You're ugly,” the student who is the 
target of the comment might respond by saying, “I guess that’s how 
you see it,” or “You think so?” In this way, the mean words lose power 
and the child being bullied feels better knowing how to diffuse the 
situation without becoming defensive or offensive. 


Foster a "Heartfelt" Path to Healing the Pain 
of Bullying 
by Judy, Kindergarten Teacher, Fenton, MO 


| draw and cut out a large heart from red craft paper. | use a marker to 
divide the heart into enough jagged-edged pieces so each child can have 
one. | use a second length of paper to draw the same heart, but on the 
reverse side, and leave this heart uncut. | display the first heart with a 
discussion about how teasing and mean comments can hurt us inside. | 
invite students to take turns coming up and ripping off one piece of the 
red heart while sharing one negative or nasty-sounding bullying 
comment someone said to them. We continue until each student is 
holding a piece of the heart. | then display the second heart. | have 
students reassemble the heart shape by gluing their torn heart pieces to 
this new heart. | tell the class that this paper heart is a reminder of how | 
mean words can break and scar a real heart. | cut out the “broken” heart | 
shape along the outside edge, flip the heart over to show the fresh | 
intact red heart shape, and tell the class that this fresh heart represents 
a heart healed with forgiveness and kind words. | then help each child | 
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jot an uplifting word or phrase on the intact heart (e.g., “Great job!”, 
“You can do it!”, etc.). | outline this new heart with glitter glue, let it dry, 
and display it in our writing center. It doubles as a Word Wall students 
can refer to when writing about positive ways they can help themselves 
and others cope with bullying behaviors. 


Celebrations 


=: 17. Spider Party Captures Their interest and 
: imagination. 
by Kristin, 2nd Grade Teacher, Las Vegas, NV 


Instead of a Halloween party, have a spider party. Starting at the 
beginning of the week (or the week before), teach all about spiders ... 
different types, their characteristics, etc. Have students work together to 
research spiders. Then during the party, have them complete spider 
crafts and share their research projects. 


f 18. Story Walks Keep Kids Focused Before 
r Holiday Celebrations 
by Dawn, Kindergarten Teacher, Lebanon, MO 


We have two hallways of eight teachers each. Each teacher picks a 
storybook to read or a story to tell and we hold a "Story Walk." Students 
move from room to room, stopping at each one to listen to a story or 
book keyed to that celebration’s theme. We hold our Story Walk in the 
morning and it takes about an hour. We do this for all the major 
holidays: Halloween, Thanksgiving, Valentine's Day, etc. We save our — 
parties for the afternoons. This idea can be adapted for an author's or 
character's birthday or for an author study. 
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; 19. ‘paspkin Potluck E Brews Up Sdasonal 
Learning Fun 
by Katie, 4th Grade Teacher, Pensacola, FL 


Years ago, | switched from scheduling a traditional Halloween 
celebration to planning a Pumpkin Potluck! We begin by spending 
about two weeks researching pumpkin history, legend, lore, and recipes. 
| read many fiction and nonfiction books about pumpkins. | make copies 
of a little a pumpkin booklet | created for my students to use to record 
research, including pages with categories outlining the information ! 
want them to collect. Next, students create pumpkin posters featuring 
their research. On Halloween (or the day closest to it) we plan a 
Pumpkin Potluck where everyone shares their poster projects and brings 
in a pumpkin-inspired recipe they prepared at home. Following the 
celebration, we display the posters in the school hallway for all to enjoy. 


Celebrate Summer Birthdays in a Most 
Un-Usual Way 
by Kate, Kindergarten Teacher, Sacramento, CA 


Toward the end of the school year, | designate a day as the 
“Un-Birthday” celebration day, a special time when we acknowledge 
all the summer birthday boys and girls. The birthday children each 
receive an Un-Birthday hat, an Un-Birthday pencil and we make an 
Un-Birthday class book. We even sing the Un-Birthday song. Students 


and parents report that our Un-Birthday celebration is certainly 
un-forgettable! 


All Natural Valentines Are for the Birds 
by Kelli, Kindergarten Teacher, Sewell, NJ 


To honor February as “National Bird Feeding Month," | have my class 
make valentines for the birds. | offer each student a piece of white 
bread that I’ve cut into a heart shape using a cookie cutter. | use a pencil 
to make a hole in the top of each heart. | show my students how to 
brush both sides of the heart with beaten egg whites, then press both 
sides of the moistened bread onto a plate of birdseed. We let the 
valentines harden overnight and then tie a string through each hole 

so the valentines can be hung from tree branches. 
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= 22. Class Feast Serves Up Reasons to Give Thanks 
by Martha, 1st Grade Teacher, Russellville, AK 


About 12 years ago, my mom suggested | serve my class a real meal to 
celebrate Thanksgiving. Before the actual celebration, our class makes 
Pilgrim hats, bonnets, and collars plus Native American vests and 
headbands. On the day of the dinner, students decide if they will dress as 
Pilgrims or Native Americans. Each student contributes a piece of fruit for 
our Friendship Fruit Salad. Before we eat, we take turns telling one thing 
we are each thankful for, then we enjoy our feast and friendship. The 
next day, we have a wonderful experience to write about. 


Senior Family Member Day 
by Becki, Kindergarten Teacher, Paynesville, MN 


We schedule Senior Family Member Day early in September. But for the 
project to be a smashing success, our planning steps begin before then. 
At our school’s Open House, we ask families to provide us with addresses 
of grandparents or other beloved senior family members. We have 
students color a "hug," which is a drawing of a child with hands 
outstretched and saying, "I! Love You." We prepare a short invitation for 
the senior family members explaining the events. We include a postcard 
addressed to the school and invite the seniors to write back. Senior 
family members always respond with enthusiasm. 


: Clean Up 


(124. The Human Vacuum Cleaners 
‘ by Suzanne, 1st Grade Teacher, Sharpsville, PA 


At the end of a very busy day, our classroom floor is often covered with 
pencils, crayons, scraps of paper, etc. To get ALL the students involved in 
clean up, | have them turn themselves into "Human Vacuum Cleaners." 

| switch them to "ON" and they get down on their hands and knees and 
"vacuum" the room until it sparkles! It only takes about 30 seconds! 
When | turn them "OFF," they stop at the wastebasket and empty their 
“vacuum bags" (their hands). They are often very proud and want to 
share how much their vacuum picked up! 
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27. 


Fun Clean Up Tip 
by Laurie, 2nd Grade Teacher, Shannock, RI 


Clean up after messy cutting projects or even at the end of the day 
can go quicker when you give each child a masking tape bracelet. 
The children delight in cleaning up when picking up scraps with 
their bracelet. 


Call in the Elves for Clean-Up Fun 
by Linda, 1st Grade Teacher, Pacific, MO 


| found that my little ones will be more willing to help clean up our 
classroom if we have some fun with it. | tell them that it is time to "call 
in the elves" to help with the clean up. Of course, the elves only come 
out and help my students, so | turn my back and count to 30 (or more, 
depending on how messy the room is) and when | turn around the kids 
are in their seats, the room is spotless, and the elves have magically 
disappeared! 


Mystery Trash 
by Sarah, 3rd Grade Teacher, KY 


In order to get the students motivated to clean up the floor, | pick a 
mystery piece of trash. Sometimes | plant it in a place that is hard to find, 
or | pick something that is obvious. As soon as | announce that there is a 
mystery piece, the students race to pick up as much trash as they can 
find. If they find the mystery piece, they get a piece of candy. 


Dr. Seuss 


28. 


Original Seuss Books Spark Smiles and 
Reading Skills 


by Valerie, 1st Grade Teacher, Brownsville, PA 


To celebrate Dr. Seuss’s birthday, we make our own silly Dr. Seuss book. 
For homework, | have each student use a sentence strip to record a 
favorite sentence from any Dr. Seuss book. We then review each one 
and put them in some kind of order in a pocket chart. When we read 
the book together the students can't wait for their sentence to be read. 
This brings a lot of laughs to the classroom. 
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& 29. This "Go Seek" Game Sharpens Attention 
: to Details 
by Allison, Primary Teacher, DeKalb, IL 


In my class, our Dr. Seuss's birthday celebration lasts for an entire week. 
One of our favorite activities is a Dr. Seuss Scavenger Book Hunt. 

| prepare a chart checklist featuring many elements I've selected from 
Dr. Seuss books, including objects, characters, settings, rhymes, quotes, 
etc. | list some easy elements, some challenging elements, and some 
almost impossible to locate. The students have the entire week to hunt 
through the books in an effort to locate the items. Each time a child 
locates an item, he or she must jot the title of the corresponding book 
next to that item on the chart. When the children have located all the 
items, they win one night homework-free. 


q 30. On March 2nd, Open Your Own Dr. Seuss Café 
! by Charlene, 4th Grade Teacher, Washington, PA 


Students read through Dr. Seuss's books and write descriptive summaries 
of each one. We compile the polished summaries into Dr. Seuss Reading 
Café menus. Students decorate the front of each menu with illustrations 
of favorite Seuss characters and arrange the book summaries into 
"Appetizer," "Main Course," and "Dessert". On the big birthday, we 
transform our classroom into a Reading Café. Schoolmates and family 
are greeted by student waiters and waitresses who seat them and offer 
them their summary "menus." Guests order their favorite Seuss book. 
Wait staff record orders, use trays to deliver the books, then read each 
book aloud. 


+31. Dr. Seuss Writing Lesson 
by Melanie, 3rd Grade Teacher, Pensacola, FL 


| tie in a writing exercise with, A Wocket in Your Pocket. After reading 
the book to the class and discussing rhyming words, with a very serious 
face, | peer into each of their desks and announce dramatically that they 
may not have wockets in their pockets, but there is definitely some kind 
of creature in their desks. | have them draw a picture of that creature 
and have them name him or her. Its name, of course, has to rhyme with 
desk. For example, "The Pesk in my Desk" or "The Tesk in my Desk." 
They then write a paper describing their creature and what it does 
inside their desk. 
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Environment 


32. Mini-Underwater Environments Make a Big 
Splash with Students 
by Mindi, Teacher, Avon Lake, OH 


Give each child a gallon plastic, self-sealing food storage bag. Invite 
students to use permanent markers to decorate each one with drawings 
of underwater treasures. Then have students use transparencies to draw 
and color different sea creatures. Have each student cut out his or her 
sea creatures and place them inside his or her bag. Add blue hair gel to 
each baggie and seal. The children will have instant "aquariums" you 
can then use to inspire and help display related science and writing 
activities. 


33. Help Someone Walk a Mile in Their Shoes 
by Lynn, 3rd, 4th, 5th Grade Special Ed Teacher, Seattle, WA 


My husband, son, and | started an organization three years ago to shoe 
the world one pair at a time. My school and my Special Ed students help 
by collecting NEW and GENTLY used shoes. It takes up to 40 years for a 
shoe to decompose in a garbage dump. This last April my husband and 

| took 700 pairs of shoes we collected to children in Mexico. The students 
are learning to help others and are also keeping the dumps less full. 
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A Tree Grows from Cans 
by Jennifer, Kindergarten Teacher, Shawnee, KS 
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This year, my class participated in “Earth Hour." We decided to collect 
aluminum cans to raise money. We collected over $125 and we were 
able to purchase a tree for the school grounds. Just as we began this 
project, an aluminum can recycling company opened a block from the 
school, so we took a walking field trip with our reading buddies. It was a 
really great project that included many local companies and their help. 


35. Make Your Own Flowering Paper 
by Barbara, 1st Grade Teacher, Brookville, OH 
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Place torn-up newspaper strips, used practice sheets, and completed 
homework into a blender. Add just enough warm water to blend until 
paper turns to pulp. Pour the slurry into heart-shaped cookie cutters. 
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Embed flower seeds into the shape. After drying, students will have a 
pretty heart that they can take home and bury in the ground. The paper 
will decompose and they can watch their flowers sprout and grow. 


i History 


36. Who's Who In History 
by Rita, 5th Grade Teacher, Honolulu, HI 


| buy inexpensive oval-shaped paper plates with a decoration around the 
edge. The students choose a famous person in history to research and 
sketch them down to the shoulders, like a cameo, then paste it onto the 
plate. It makes a great sturdy frame. They word process some pertinent 
facts about the person and attach it to the bottom. These make a great 
bulletin board display. 


? 37. Take a Bite Out of History 
by Eric, 5th Grade Teacher, Virginia Beach, VA 


As part of our studies centering on the Revolutionary and Civil Wars, our 
students read a number of related historic novels. Most of these novels 
mention hardtack—a simple type of cracker or biscuit, made from flour, 
water, and salt—as being an important dietary consideration in the 
soldiers’ survival. We have students research hardtack so they understand 
why. To make the experience come to life, | locate an authentic hardtack 
recipe on the Internet, have students follow it, then enjoy nibbling our 
homemade hardtack while reading and discussing our novels. 


38. Interactive American Flag Honors Historical Facts 
by Cathy, 1st Grade Teacher, Pensacola, FL 


Begin by covering an entire wall with red craft paper. Cut out a blue 
paper square (large enough to accommodate 50 die-cut paper stars) 

and place it in the upper left-hand corner of the display. Die cut 50 paper 
stars and have students record the names of the states on the stars. Post 
the labeled stars in alphabetical order on the blue square. Meanwhile, 
offer students strips of white paper to write and illustrate facts about 
America or American history. Post these illustrated sentence strips 
against the red craft paper in a pattern that replicates the stripes on 

the American flag. 
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39. Learning the States, 1 Quarter at a Time 
by Julie, 4th Grade Teacher, Huntington Beach, CA 


Every year in my class, we have a state quarter swap. Students bring in 
their quarter collections and we trade. After doing this, | give them a 
quiz or play a quarter trivia game with questions such as "How many 
quarters have a picture of a boat or ship?” and “What states are they?" 
or "Which quarters have the state bird on them?” My trick question ts, 
"Which quarters have a picture of George Washington?" | tie this in with 
state symbols and have the students design their own state quarter for 
our state. 


Math 


40. Let Your Playground Morph into a Visual 
Math Lab 


1 
i 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
‘ 
f 
by Allison, 1st Grade Teacher, Bartlett, IL : 


At the end of each school year, | create an Outdoor Math Scavenger 
Hunt using a list of playground-inspired math questions. Then | take : 
my students to the playground so they can see and touch Math in : 


action—and record answers to questions such as: 


e What is the sum total of swings and slides on the playground? | 


M 
¢ What fractional amount of slides is blue? : 
e¢ How many triangles can you count on the swing set? : 
e What is the sum total of slide steps on the playground? t 
e¢ How wide is one seat on the swing set? 
* How many kids does it take to circle the big oak tree on the : 

playground? ; 


° 
e 


41. Turn Marshmallows into Math Manipulatives 
by Susan, 3rd Grade Teacher, Boca Raton, FL : 
game where they create math shapes including rays, points, lines, line 

segments, acute angles, obtuse angles, and right angles. To play, | display § 

a diagram of a configuration, and the students use toothpicks and 

marshmallows to recreate it. The kids enjoy the construction process and 

| can tell at-a-glance who needs a little more assistance. 


e 

e 

H 

; 

| use mini marshmallows and toothpicks to help my students play a math : 
e 

e 
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5 $42. Play Football Math and Watch Math Scores Soar 
: by Mary Lou, 5th Grade Teacher, Maple Valley, WA 


Ng Gs 
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Because finding whole group math activities can be a real challenge, | 
created "Football Math." We all belong to one team and play with a real 
football. | begin by asking who's "open" which means who knows the 
answer to a particular question. | throw the football to that student who 
attempts to answer. If this individual needs help, he or she can pass to 
someone else for an "assist." Every time a student answers correctly, he 
or she scores "10 yards." Our final goal is 100 yards for a "touchdown." | 
keep score on our whiteboard. If a student misses the ball, we laugh and 
call it an “incomplete pass.” If the student drops the ball it's a "fumble," 
and if another student blocks the pass, we call it "interference." 
Interceptions are not allowed! Football Math gets my students to use 
their visual, auditory, and kinesthetic senses, which is the best way to 
learn anything. 
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Your Class Will "Set Store" by This Math Idea 
by Mickey, Kindergarten Teacher, Canandaigua, NY 


To help my students learn about money, we set up our own classroom 
store. We ask families to donate small, usable items they do not want or 
need anymore (e.g., puzzles, books, games, movies, toys, etc.). The 
students categorize the donations, make labels for the store shelves, 
stock the shelves, price the items, and take care of all sales tasks. To 
begin, | give each student one dollar to spend in the store. As the year 
progresses, students can earn extra bucks. Through this experience, we 
develop authentic money skills and concepts, plus how to recycle, reduce, 
and mostly REUSE!!! 


44. Squirmy, Wormy Math Measurement 
by Jill, 1st and 2nd Grade Teacher, Effingham, IL 


After it rains, our grassy playground often becomes too soaked for recess 
play. When that happens, students play on the nearby blacktop area 
where they are delighted to discover worms that have crawled out of 
the wet ground. | use the opportunity to teach some Math. We head to 
the blacktop area with rulers in hand, locate worms, and line them up 
from smallest to largest. We measure and compare them before 
returning them to the soil. Even the squeamish 2nd graders end up 
loving this math measuring activity! 
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a : 45. Pie Graph Adds Spice to Math Concepts 


. When Spelling Counts 


47. 


Music 


48. 


by Jacqui, 1st Grade Teacher, Olympia, WA 


In the days leading up to Thanksgiving, | plan a pie-tasting contest for 
Math. | bring a pecan pie, a pumpkin pie, and an apple pie and | allow 
each student to sample a sliver of each. My students decide which they 
each like best. We graph the results on a classroom graph and a personal 
pie graph. 


by Debbie, 2nd Grade Teacher, Staffordsville, KY 


Here’s a way to link Spelling with Math. After my students write their 
spelling words, | have them count the number of letters in each word, 
then add to and subtract that sum from a base of 25. For example, if a 
spelling word has 8 letters, students add 25 + 8 and then subtract 8 from 
25. My students enjoy making the addition and subtraction equations. 
They need to spell the words correctly for the Math to be correct, too. 


Math Time Tests 
by Susan, 4th Grade Teacher, Marion, OH 


Math time tests: | hate giving them so | came up with a neat way for 
students to avoid having to take them. When | call "start," | take the 
math time test with the students. When | am done | call out and walk 
around. If students finish the test by the time | do, and get all the 
answers correct, they do not have to do that particular time test 
anymore. The students love that | do the test with them and nobody 
complains anymore. 


Place Students on a Musical Path to Word 
Mastery 


by Carol, 2nd Grade Teacher, Inman, SC 


During quiet times, | play soothing selections, such as classical or 
instrumental. | also feature a "Song of the Week" | cull from children's 
music and popular sing-along selections. | display Song of the Week lyrics 
on a large chart that | use to not only help students learn what the 
message of the song is, but also to point out words, letter sounds, 
spelling patterns, “wondrous words," parts of speech, rhyming patterns, 


Ra geese 


350 


COC HOTH OOS C ECE OOOO OOOOH OOOOH OEE OLEH SOO ELSES OSES OLEL OED OED ELOOS 


etc. Each day, as we sing along, the "Student of the Day" uses a pointer 
to underscore the lyrics. 


. Turning Your Class into a Concert Hall 


by Cristina, 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade Teacher, Trinity, FL 


| greet students to class with a smile and New Age music, classical music, 
sounds of a certain instrument, or culture. You can align this for the 
theme you are teaching, i.e., Irish music during March. | also play this 
music during Heads Up, Seven Up, and when the music stops students 
open their eyes. The soft sounds get them focused for the day. 


Keep the Music in the Box 
by Gloria, 2nd Grade Teacher, Altoona, PA 


To help with classroom noise levels | challenge my students to "keep the 
music in the box." Whenever noise levels start to rise or we need to get 
quieter, | open up the music box. The music box, which is wound up once 
a week, plays until everyone is quiet. At the end of each week we check 
the box for music. If there is still music in the box, the class gets a reward. 
Not only is it effective, but it puts a little music into our day. 


Noise 
- 51. Quiet Leaders 


by Jeanna, 1st Grade Teacher, Lindsay, OK 


| have one person at each table become the quiet leader for the day. If 
the noise gets to be a little loud, | say, "Quiet Leaders." They know that is 
the signal to get their table quiet. They also check the floor for paper 
and make sure their table is ready to be dismissed at the end of the day 
as well as pass out papers at their table. | rotate and have a new "quiet 
leader" each day. 
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10 Minutes up for Grabs 
by Stephanie, 1st Grade Teacher, Sparks, NV 


When the noise level rises in my class, | sing, "2, 4, 6, 8," and the kids 
respond, “First graders are really great!" | keep track if they get quiet 
before my countdown is finished. If they win, they get a tally mark. If 
they don't, | get a tally mark. At the end of each week, if they have the 
most tally marks, I give them 10 minutes free time on the playground. 
If | do, they have to be silent for 10 minutes and read. They LOVE 

the competition. 


eee 


Keep the Noise Down 
by Sharon, 4th Grade Teacher, Waterford, PA 


Our cafeteria staff was struggling with keeping our students quiet and 
sitting down during lunch. Finally, | decided to create a necklace (made 
from alphabet beads that | purchased from Really Good Stuff) for each 
of my students to wear to lunch, with their names on them. If caught 
misbehaving or being loud, this necklace was taken away and placed in 
a basket. When | came to pick up my students, | would check the basket 
and students whose necklaces | found would lose recess time. Students 
who kept their necklaces all week participated in a drawing to visit the 
prize box on Fridays. 
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The Question Chair 

by Laurie, Kindergarten Teacher, Byron Center, MI : 
Boys and girls, at this age, have lots of questions and often forget to raise 
their hand. | have a small chair with a question mark on it that they may 
sit in when they want to ask me a question. Sometimes | have a long line 
of kids next to the chair too, but each question gets answered in an 
orderly fashion with less noise. 
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Parents as Partners 


Bor 


Love Notes from Parents Encourage : 
Students’ Progress : 
by Roxane, Kindergarten Teacher, Somerville, MA ' 
When | meet with parents to confer about their child’s progress, | ask : 
them to each write an encouraging love note to their child and place it 
in a small mailbox | have in my classroom for just that reason. At circle : 
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+. 2 ‘ ; 
time, | read the letters aloud and we applaud each one. Because my : 
students are eager for parents to write them letters, they nudge their 
parents to meet with me so conference attendance has increased. After 
sharing each letter, | put the note in the yearly binder along with photos, 
monthly portraits, samples of work, love notes, etc., that | give to each 
child at the end of the year. 


i 56. Banking on Parents’ Cooperation 
: by Janice, 3rd and 4th Grade Teacher, Warsaw, IN 


Building relationships with parents is like building up a bank account. 

It's important to make more "deposits" than "withdrawals." Throughout 
the school year, | look for positive aspects about each child, and then 
report my findings to his or her parents. This deposit can be as simple 

as noting when a student performs an act of kindness, when he asks or 
answers a difficult question, or when she does well on a test or 
assignment. Later on, if a difficult situation comes up, it goes more 
smoothly if | already made positive deposits. 


2 57. Flexible Home-School Communication 
‘* Arrangements Equals School Success 
by Susan, Kindergarten Teacher, Butler, PA 


When you have a student who lives some of the time with their mom 
and the rest of the time with their dad, consider setting up two separate 
means of communication to accommodate each parent's lifestyle. For 
example, | recently established a weekly phone call with one parent 

and provided the other with a weekly folder of school work to pick up in 
the office. This method respected each parent's needs and placed some 
responsibility on each of them. It made for smooth sailing for the child, 
as well. 
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58. Weekly Newsletter Connects Families to 
Classroom Happenings 
by Julie, 2nd Grade Teacher, Millstadt, IL 


| develop our weekly class newsletter so it doubles as a two-way 
home-school communication piece. In addition to featuring student 
news, each newsletter includes a list of ongoing class activities, a 
homework section, a notification of upcoming tests, a list of spelling 

and vocabulary words, class announcements, and a calendar noting 
future events and early dismissals. On the bottom, | provide a “cut-away” 
comment section for parents to fill out, sign, and return to class. Parents 
tell me they appreciate this system, and | find it helps me stay informed. 


59. Home Visits 
by Ist Grade Teacher Cheryl, Port Lavaca, TX 


| usually start about three weeks after school starts and this gives the 
students and me time to settle into a routine. We discuss things that 
we have been doing in class, especially reading items. | take my 
notebook in which | have jotted down things | need to discuss. Parents 
have welcomed me into their homes with open arms. It gives me a 
better understanding of where my students are coming from. | will 
continue to do this every year. It is a very humbling and rewarding 
experience. 


60. Cute Parent-Teacher Conference ice Breaker! 
by Barbara, 6th Grade Teacher, Park Forest, IL 


On the day before parent-teacher conferences | ask my students to 

write three things that they would like me to tell their parents. Most 
students take the "tongue-in-cheek" approach. | then begin conferences 
by saying to parents, "Your child wanted me to tell you...." This breaks 
the ice and the conference begins on a positive note. 


Poetry 


61. Poetry Jam Turns Words into Action 
by Sheila, 7th & 8th Grade Teacher, Hannibal, OH 


We conduct poetry performances we dubbed Poetry Jams. In 
preparation for a jam, students locate a short poem that can be acted 
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out while being read. After students practice, we clear out all the desks 
to create a generous performance area. Students take turns acting as 
judges. After each individual performance, the judges meet with me 
to discuss the presentation and award it a positive critique (Most 
Entertaining, Funniest, Most Rhythmic, etc.). | note each critique 

on a length of ribbon that serves as a Poetry Jam Award. Each 
performer receives a unique ribbon, and we are all treated to some 
wonderful poetry. 


. Use Humor and Expression to Warm Kids 
up to Poetry 
by Susan, 3rd Grade Teacher, Henderson, NC 


To get my third graders to enjoy reading poetry, | start the year off by 
making a habit of sharing upbeat, rhyming poetry aloud. | read the 
poems with expression and pair them with action and rhythm. My 
students always think my over-the-top antics are amusing and often ask 
for the poems to be reread. After a month of modeling such poems, | 
put the poetry collection into our readingMwriting center. Then | sit back 
and watch the books disappear off the shelves and into my students’ 
eager hands. 


. Plant a Poetry Tree and Watch Language 
Skills Blossom 
by Marlys, 1st Grade Teacher, Sioux Falls, SD 


| think that | shall never see ... a poem display as lovely as our Poetry 
Tree! To make a poetry tree of your own, locate two or three large, but 
thin, tree branches that have fallen on the ground. Paint your branches 
or leave them natural. Put the branches in a vase. Provide students with 
green paper cut into the shapes of leaves to record favorite lines from 
poems, or poems they have crafted themselves. Students can also use 
leaves to record fun facts about favorite poets. Show students how to 
punch holes in the leaves and thread with ribbon or yarn so they can be 
hung on the tree branches. 
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? 64. Rock and Rhyme Your Way to Reading Success 
by Martha, 4th Grade Teacher, Kittery, ME 


Here is a fun writing activity that has kids in upper elementary through 
high schoo! comparing lines of poetry to song lyrics. Start by having kids 
bring in lyrics to favorite school-friendly songs, and then challenge them 
to locate a poem that connects in some way to that song. Eventually, the 
students will be inspired to write their own lyrics or poem—or both! Use 
permanent metallic markers to jot the final copies on old vinyl records 
(ask parents for donations). 


Quiet 


65. Present Meditation as a Path to Relaxed 
Learning 
by Mary Lou, 2nd Grade Teacher, Maple Valley, WA 


| help students use meditation as a positive way to calm down when 
they are feeling stressed. | begin by asking my students to sit at their 
desks and move into meditation mode: Eyes closed, minds still, bodies 
relaxed, and mouths quiet. | then read a very short meditation from a 
children's book of meditations. The students either quietly relax at 
their desks with their eyes closed, or sit on the floor in the traditional 
"lotus" position. 


66. Want a Quieter Classroom? Use Sign Language 
by Suzanne, 4th Grade Teacher, Norfolk, VA 


When | taught hearing-impaired students, | learned sign language. | now 
begin every new school year by teaching my students the ABC's in sign 
language. They love learning a new language and it sets the stage for 
learning other new things. Some days | call on the students by signing 
their name. This technique requires my students to pay attention to me 
and stay quiet and focused. As the year progresses, | teach the students 
different signs that we use to communicate with each other. 


67. Silent Auctions Help Kids Listen Up 
by Carol, 2nd and 3rd Grade Teacher, Mount Laurel, NJ 


Each week | hold a "silent auction" for my students. | begin by displaying 
five small items along with five empty paper cups. Throughout the week, 
the students have many opportunities to earn tickets for positive 
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behaviors, such as, returning homework, demonstrating kindness, paying 
attention, staying on task, etc. The students initial their tickets, and place 
them in the cups that correspond with the items they would like to win. 

At week’s end, | draw a winning ticket from each cup. 


" } 68. 5 Finger Countdown Tames a Noisy Classroom 
by Sheri, Primary Teacher, Garner, IA 


When chaos starts to take control of my class and the 
volume begins to escalate, | perform the Five Finger 
Countdown. | begin by holding up one hand and counting 
down from five to one, decreasing the volume of my voice 
with each number. By the time | arrive at one, my voice has 
dropped to an acceptable level, and my class has followed 
suit. When | reach one, | put my index finger to my lips to 
signal quiet. 


69. Invite Students to Walk with Presidential Dignity 
by Rebecca, 3rd Grade Teacher, Houston, TX 


To keep my students quiet and focused when walking down  ; 
the hallway, | tell them to walk like they are the President of § 
the United States of America. | point out | have neverseen- : 
the President poking at other people, leaping through the : 
air, or wiping his hands down the wall. And, of course, | tell 
them they should practice because someday, anyone of them : 
could indeed be the President. : 


+ 70. Whimsical Word Pairs Signal Quiet Time 
by Joni, 1st Grade Teacher, Litchfield, IL 


To signal that | need my students’ quiet attention, we play 
a quick interactive word game. | offer my students the first 
word in a common word pair and they call out the second 
word, such as: Spaghetti and meatballs or SpongeBob and 
SquarePants. | also use seasonal pairs like Santa and Claus 
and Easter and Bunny. After my students have responded 
with their half of the word pair, | put my fingers to my lips 
and softly say, "Shhh!" In time, | don't even need to 

shush them. 
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71. The Silent Game 
by Kathryn, 3rd Grade Teacher, Apple Valley, CA 


‘ 

i 

i 

| love to play The Silent Game with my class. The classroom becomes ‘ 
Silentville. The children can basically do whatever they want, but they ‘ 
cannot talk. Therefore, they must write a lot, or use nonverbal ‘ 
communication. | select three students to be police officers and give H 
. @ 

tickets to offenders. At the end of the game we have a trial for students 
who received tickets. They plead “guilty” or "not guilty." This stage of : 
the game is very important as it stops the students from complaining tos 
the teacher when they receive what they perceive as an unfair ticket. : 
. e 

The jury decides—unanimously. . 
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. Erasing Chaos 
by Brenda, 2nd G 


On those very hot days when everyone comes in from recess sweaty 

and overheated, | allow the students to get drinks. | place the chalkboard 
eraser on one student's desk. That child gets a drink and passes the 
eraser to the next child. Soon, quickly and quietly, the eraser makes its 
way around the room. Everyone gets a drink and there is no pushing 

or lines! 


Reading 


73. Celebrate Reading with Character Doubles 
by Sheila, 2nd Grade Teacher, Fairport, NY 


Each November, | plan a "Dress-Like-a-Character Day" to celebrate 
National Book Week. Students each read a book, choose a character 
from that book, make a list of the traits and qualities of that character, 
and then write a short report as if the student were that character. For 
the presentation, students dress and act like the character (using props if 
desired) and pose for a photo that’s added to a bulletin board display, 
along with a character trading card filled with information on the 
character. My students’ favorite part is seeing me dressed like characters 


ranging from Miss Frizzle to Corduroy! It is a great way to promote 
reading and it is fun! 
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74. Weekly Club Encourages "Book Talks" 
by Dee, 1st Grade Teacher, Galesburg, IL 
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I've Sebihed a Pea Book C Club designed to inspire and excite 
students about recreational reading. Club members take home a book, 
read it independently, and, after a week passes, return it to the class. 
Before selecting new books, we spend about 20-30 minutes discussing 
the one we just read. Students who used to be reluctant readers now 
look forward to participating in our Weekly Book Club. 


Help Students Hit Home Runs with Reading Skills 
by Christine, 5th Grade Teacher, Franklin, WI 


During baseball season, | have all the students in my class select and read 
a book with a baseball theme. | help students divide their books into 
nine innings (total number of chapters or pages divided by nine) and 
each day in class they read one inning. At the start of each class, the 
students tell a partner what the last inning of their book was about. 


Cook Up Some Stone Soup for the 
Students’ Souls — 
by Jeanna, 1st Grade Teacher, Lindsay, OK 


November is a wonderful time to share the fable of Stone Soup. It’s 

also an easy recipe to whip up in class. After reading the story, we make 
a list of ingredients we want to include. | assign each student one veggie 
to prepare at home and contribute. We cover the ingredients with water 
to which | add a bouillon cube before cooking. As we work, we discuss 
the teamwork involved to make the recipe and how each person's 
contribution is important. | also invite parents and students to record 
favorite soup recipes on oversize index cards that we sort and 
alphabetize into a cookbook that the kids love to take home. 


Super Reader Cards Earn Real Books 
by Melissa, 3/4 Grade Teacher, Richmond, IN 


To encourage my students to become lifelong readers, | issue them Super 
Reader Cards. After a student finishes reading a chapter book, he or she 
writes me a letter telling me all about it. | write back, and also place a 
stamp on that student's Super Reader Card. When a student collects 10 
stamps, he or she gets to order a book from our catalog for free. Since 
many students in my class come from low-income families, this ongoing 
activity provides a great opportunity for them to earn free books for 
their homes. Plus, my kids love choosing their very own books to keep! 
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ae A 78. Beat the Teacher 


by Sandra, 1st Grade Teacher, Yorba Linda, CA 


| play Beat the Teacher during Guided Reading to improve my students’ 
ability to use a variety of strategies (i.e., look at the pictures, chunk it, get 
your mouth ready to say the sounds, skip it, reread, think—Does it make 
sense?). If they make a mistake while they're reading but fix it, they get a 
tally mark. If they don't, ! get one. | track the points on a scratch piece of 
paper as they read. Once they have finished, we count the points. If they 
earn more points than | do, they receive a sticker. 


Enhance Your Literacy Centers 
by Jill, 1st Grade Teacher Sun Prairie, WI 


Every week | use a listening center as one of my literacy centers. The 
students love to listen to the stories, and it helps them learn to track text 
and hear an example of good fluency. To help them view staff, other 
than teachers, as readers, | gave a blank tape and a book to the principal, 
librarian, cook, and custodian. They taped their voices and used a unique 
turn-the-page signal that gave a clue as to who was reading, i.e., the 
cook banged a spoon on a pot. At the end of the story, the children 
guessed the mystery reader. 


Reader of the Week 
by Sherri, 2nd Grade Teacher, Home, PA 


i choose one student a week to select a book to read to a younger class. 
This "Reader of the Week" practices reading the book orally to him or 
herself, at home, to me, then our whole class. Our class offers pointers 
and comes up with two comprehension questions to ask the younger 
students. Finally, he selects the class he'd like to read to and visits that 
classroom to share his book. All students, even reluctant readers, LOVE 
this and can't wait to have their name drawn. 


Science 


81. Tiptoe Through the Garden and Grow a Great 
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Science Experiment 
by Gail, 1st Grade Teacher, Winchester, KY 


In the spirit of “taking our classroom outside," my students and | make 
“sock gardens." We wear socks over our shoes and take a walk on school 
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grounds where we easily pick up all kinds of seeds. Then we put the 
socks in see-through plastic shoeboxes along with a layer of soil. We 
place the boxes outside our classroom windows, check them every day, 
and water when needed. We're amazed to see what "kicks up" in each 
sock garden. 


bet 82. Dub Students Pumpkin Scientists for a Day 
° by Sally, 4th Grade Teacher, Greensboro, AL 


When local pumpkins are plentiful, our class becomes headquarters for 
the National Association of Pumpkin Scientists (NAPS). As lead pumpkin 
scientist, | wear a lab coat, and issue each student a nametag printed 
with our logo. We learn how pumpkins are grown and harvested. Then | 
divide my class into groups of four and assign each a different-sized 
pumpkin. Each team weighs its pumpkin and uses string and measuring 
tape to gauge the pumpkin’s circumference. Teams hang their strings 
side-by-side to create a graph showing pumpkin circumference. Teams 
also test their pumpkins to see if they will sink or float, and count the 
number of creases. Finally, each team estimates, then counts the number 
of seeds inside each pumpkin. 


:: 83. Colorful Leaf Graph Display Fosters Seasonal 
cs Science Concepts and More 
by Allison, Primary Teacher, DeKalb, IL 


Each student brings in two leaves that are found in the fall. The students 
will graph the leaves by their color. Make a bulletin board of the graph 
so that the students can see all the colors that the leaves change in the 
fall. Graphing is a fun morning activity as a whole class! 


. | 84. A Super-Sized Intermediate Science Idea 
by Heather, 5th Grade Teacher, Narvon, PA 


This year, we turned our room into a giant aquarium. We divided it 
into "tanks" by hanging sheets from the ceiling and using our chairs 

as "guard rails." Each tank represented a different ocean zone, and 
students were grouped according to where their animal lives. They 
brought in plants, rocks, shells, more sheets, and stuffed ocean animals, 
using their imaginations to make their tank as realistic as possible. We 
suspended creatures from the ceiling or propped them up to create the 
illusion of swimming. Students created flipbooks. Then it was time to 
shine—we invited other grades to come for a tour led by our student 
aquarium staff member “experts.” 
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Testing 


85. Let Brain Teaser Time Serve as Fun Test Prep 
Sessions 
by Laurie, Kindergarten Teacher, Cherry Hill, NJ 


Long before the week of testing arrives, we use Brain Teaser Time to 
practice getting ready for standardized tests. The kids always love solving 
logic puzzles, so | turn the skills the test will assess into challenging 
questions. | divide the class into teams, or | set it up so that the class vs. 
the teacher. This encourages team spirit and fun, and eliminates 
unnecessary individual competition. We're able to focus on the areas in 
which the students need improvement. We have fun preparing and the 
kids feel all set to succeed. 
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86. Transform Test-Taking into Fun and Games 
by Jenni, 3rd Grade Teacher, Lebanon, OH 


ee 


In preparation for our state reading test, | turned my classroom into a 
football stadium. The students were players on my team and | was their 
coach. Just as real-life professional athletes would prepare for a game, 
we learned mental and physical strategies. Each day during “test 
practice," | used reading brain games that helped them flex their test- 
taking muscles. We created a team logo and decorated T-shirts. On the 
BIG DAY we wore our jerseys, began the day with a team huddle, 
promised to do our best, wished each other luck, and tackled "Team 
Test" with excitement and pride. Following the test, we celebrated with 
Super Bowl-type party snacks. 
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Vocabulary 


87. Simple Class Glossaries Help Develop 
Sophisticated Vocabularies 
by Kristine, Kindergarten Teacher, Riverdale, CA 


Recently we were studying the ocean. As part of our studies, we read 
many nonfiction books with glossaries. My students asked if they could 
make their own class glossary. | made a series of word cards printed with 
ocean words we had discovered as we read. | offered each student one 
apiece, met with each student to discuss his or her word's meaning, and 
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to develop a definition and illustration. We assembled the words, 
definitions, and illustrations into a large Class Glossary of Ocean Words. 


* 88. How Giving Words "The Slip" Boosts 
Vocabulary Skills 
by Cynthia, 4th/5th Grade Teacher, Thibodaux, LA 


At the end of each week, my students record their reading vocabularv 
words on individual slips of paper and put them into our vocabulary jar. 
| divide them into teams and have a student from each team reach into 
the jar and select a paper. The student and his or her teammates work 
together to pronounce the word, compose a definition, and use the 
word in a sentence. This easy and fun-filled activity helps students 
remember and use words from previous weeks and months. 


Z 89. Introducing Vocabulary Words 
os by Heather, 3rd Grade Teacher, Reno, NV 


A few months ago, | started using a new vocabulary word each week as 
the "focus" word. On Monday, | introduce the new vocabulary word and 
we, as a class, would come up with a signa! that matched the 

meaning. Every time | said the focus word the students responded with 
their quiet hand gesture to match the vocabulary word. Within the first 
week, they were asking to do more than one word. We worked up to 
three words a week. 


190. Vocabulary for "Feelings." 
> by Kacey, 1st Grade Teacher, Southfield, MI 


After two days of reading books on feelings and noticing how authors 
illustrate the faces differently to match the feeling of the character, | 
introduced die-cut apples and pumpkins. Students took an apple and 
pumpkin die-cut and a tongue depressor and made a "feeling" face, 
illustrating the faces to match the feeling word they put on the back 
of their stick which they then glued together to make a feeling 
puppet. The next day, we used them to make little puppet plays 
about "feelings." 
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A Moving Way to Keep Students Learning 
by Lisa, 1st Grade Teacher, St. Amant, LA 


To practice vocabulary, word wall, or spelling words, | get my students to 
use movement activities to chant our words. Their current favorite is 
disco. They point (like John Travolta) while spelling the words. We also 
do Mexican Hat Dance, Army (marching in place as we spell and saluting 
as we say the word), Fishing (cast, reel in on each letter, hook the fish on 
the word), Rocket (start low, move up for each letter, to say the word, 
squat down and jump up), Cheerleader (give me a _, what does that 
spell?), Mouse (hold nose and use a squeaky voice). 


Take the Guesswork out of Vocabulary 
Development 
by Maria, 3rd Grade Teacher, Stow, OH 


| use a marker to divide a piece of poster board in half vertically. | title 
the left half “Unknown,” and the right half “Known.” | then tell my 
students that when they are reading any text (Science, Social Studies, 
Reading, etc.) and they come upon a word they do not know, they 
should write the word on a sticky note, and adhere it to the "Unknown" 
side of the board. A student may remove that note, write the definition 
on the note and place it on the "Known" side. Any time a student posts 
a word or a definition, he or she earns a sticker. When a child has earned 
a predetermined number of stickers, he or she is awarded a “free 
homework pass.” 


Color Their Words with Paint Strips 
by Jeanna, 3rd Grade Teacher, Houston, TX 


At my local home improvement store, | grabbed a handful of paint strips 
featuring color chips labeled with compelling color names: Delhi Bazaar, 
Inky Pool, Bronze Gazelle, etc. Back in class, | greeted my students by 
handing each one a paint strip. | explained that they were to pick a 
name of one of the colors and include it in their personal journal work. 
Not only was this colorful activity a great vocabulary boost, but my 


students also practiced dictionary and thesaurus skills as they investigated 
their assigned color name. 
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|} 94. Editing Wall Sharpens Proofreading Skills 
by Brenda, 6th Grade Teacher, Smiths Grove, KY 


In order to help my students practice and develop real-world editing 
skills, I've established an area, entitled the "Editing Wall." | encourage 
students to use the wall to post mistakes they find in authentic print. So 
far, students have spotted punctuation and spelling mistakes in books, 
newspapers, magazine articles, business letters, newsletters, print 
advertisements, and greeting cards. Each time students locate an error, 
we make a copy of the page. Then students highlight the mistakes and 
display them on the wall. 


= 95. Learn About Your Class Through Writing 
by Connie, 2nd Grade Teacher, Plantsville, CT 


When my grade-level team sends out our introductory letters to our 
incoming students, we ask them to write about themselves and to bring 
their essays to school that first day. We invite students to tell about their 
families, the summer fun they've had, their hobbies, sports, etc. Not only 
is this a great "getting-to-know-you" activity, but it also allows us a peek 
into students’ handwriting, speaking, reading, and listening abilities. The 
exercise makes it easier for us to get a feel for what each student brings 
to the classroom learning experience, and what each one wants to learn 
more about. 


‘ 96. Use Your Page to Encourage Summer Musings 
by Jesika Jones, 4th Grade Teacher, Hicksville, NY 


| use my class Web site page to promote learning all summer long. As 
summer vacation approaches, | post a special page complete with 
summer activity suggestions. | also post weekly messages to students, and 
invite them to write me back. | address all my students’ correspondences 
together in my weekly message. To keep it personal, in my messages | 
note students who have written to me by name. Students love reading a 
message from me and this personalized touch alone has encouraged lots 
of summer writing! 
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Family Fun 
by Rose, 2nd Grade Teacher, Solon, OH 


Need a way to have students practice the parts of a friendly letter? Try 
my "Letter Home" activity. | begin by giving each child a notebook in 
which to record a letter home highlighting important events of the 
week. Each Friday, the students take their notebooks home so they can 
share their letters with their families. The parents are invited to respond 
in writing as well. Each Monday, | ask for five volunteers willing to share 
their family members’ letters. As each student reads, the rest of the class 
listens and keeps track of when they recognize a part of the friendly 
letter (heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature). This activity works 
well to build a home-school connection. It’s also a fun way for students 
to practice letter-writing skills. Best of all, at the end of the year, each 
student has a notebook filled with family “love notes" he or she can 
treasure forever. 


Save the Turkey 
by Karen, 3rd Grade Teacher, Peachtree City, GA 


| use Thanksgiving as an opportunity to introduce persuasive writing. | 
begin the lesson by reading the book Turk and Runt by Lisa Wheeler. The 
story is about a turkey runt that performs several comical acts in order to 
save his brother's life at Thanksgiving. The students are then instructed 
to imagine they are a turkey and brainstorm the feelings they may have 
at Thanksgiving. They complete the writing process (graphic organizer, 
rough draft, edit/revise, rewrite, and publish) by persuading their 
audience NOT to eat turkey for Thanksgiving. 


TAG 
by Kim, 2nd Grade Teacher, Van Buren, MI 


We use Writing Workshop in my classroom and the students enjoy 
sharing their published pieces. To better meet our benchmarks, students 
peer review rough drafts to improve their writing skills. One way we 

do this is by playing “TAG.” Each student tags another (model the 
one-finger tag) and then takes turns reading their stories. After each has 
read they have to: T-tell one thing they enjoyed about the pieces, A-ask 
one question about something they were unsure of or would like to 
know more about, and G-give one compliment about what they did 
well. It helps promote positive feedback. 
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100. Writing for Fun 
by Lynn, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Special Ed. Teacher, 
Seattle, WA 


When boredom hits, | bring out the “Writing for Fun" folder. This is filled 
with pictures | have collected and had laminated over the years, and 
includes the ads from magazines at doctor's offices that are really cute or 
fun or can incite a written story. | model one first and then show a few 
choice pictures spread out all over my classroom floor. Students pick one 
to write about and be creative. 


101. Keep Writing Alive All Summer Long 
by Mary, 3rd Grade Teacher, St. Louis, MO 


On the last day of school | give my students a stamped postcard with my 
name and address on it. | tell them to mail the postcard back to me to 
let me know what they are doing throughout the summer. | love getting 
the postcards and learning what my students are up to. | write each 
student back, sometimes from a special destination such as a vacation 
spot. | enjoy the fact that my postcard activity keeps my kids—and me— 
writing when we're on vacation from school. 
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